MEDIA REPORT MAY 2007

External Relations and Policy

· LAGA attended and participated along with the Cameroonian Delegation  in CITES meeting in Holland where for the first time LAGA as an NGO received the Bavin award and Cameroon the Interpol Ecomessage award for the Hongkong ivory seizure investigation where in LAGA assisted the Government of Cameroon and Interpol in the investigation. The meeting centered on so many different aspects of wildlife but the African nations succeeded in getting a 9 year ban on ivory trade. 
· Meeting with the CARPE Focal Point to elaborate a training modules on environmental reporting for media practitioners in Cameroon

· Meeting between LAGA and COMIFAC as follow-up on collaboration and duplication of LAGA in the Congo Basin

· LAGA assisted in the coordination of a workshop on environmental protection and law enforcement between the Forest Governance and the Caucus of Parliamentarians

Media front

· 26 media pieces were produced and pushed through to radio, TV and written press including: 3 written press materials (all in English), 2 radio talk shows (all in French), 5 radio news features (all in English), 15 radio news flashes (11in English, 4 in French), 1 TV feature  in English.

· Guests include: Minister MINFOF, Sub-Director of Wildlife MINFOF, West Provincial Delegate MINFOF, Manager of Forest Stewardship Council, Coordinator of CBCS, CARPE Focal Point, LAGA Director,  LAGA Legal Head. 
· Subjects focused on wildlife law enforcement including; leopard skin arrest baham, prosecution Bafia drug and ape dealer, PASA cards distribution, Maroua prosecution lion skin dealers, Murderers of Ecoguard face justice Bangem, DRC and Congo Duplication of wildlife law enforcement , Taiping four, Publication of names and prosecuted dealers in wildlife by MINFOF in Cameroon Tribune, Ivory Action Plan implementation, prosecution military personnel sangmelima, Yaounde  baby chimp dealer arrest, cameroon sets the pace for wildlife law, prosecution of murderer of ecoguard Bangem
· 20 pieces in English, 6 in French making a percentage of 76.9%in English and 23.0%in French.

· One volunteer has been confirmed as a LAGA worker, while the other is still in the recruitment process.

· Press releases include:

Press release

An elephant poacher has been sentenced to 25 years imprisonment by the High Court in Bangem in the South West Province for shooting to death an ecoguard at the Banyang-Mbo Wildlife Sanctuary in the South West Province.

The court ruling was done on June 12, 2007.

The murderer was arrested in August 2006 by the Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife with the support of the Judiciary, and the Forces of Law and Order.

The dwindling wildlife population in the Banyang-Mbo Sanctuary managed with the support of the “Wildlife Conservation Society ’’ is attributed to illegal hunting and illegal wildlife trade.

PRESS RELEASE

LEOPARD SKINS DEALER ARREST IN WEST PROVINCE

A dealer in trophies derived from protected wildlife species has been arrested in Dschang, Menoua Division in West Province trading in leopard skins.

The dealer was arrested on Friday, June 29 2007 by wildlife control officials of the West Provincial Delegation of Forestry and Wildlife with the support of the Forces of Law and Order, the Judiciary and the Last Great Ape Organisation- LAGA.

A case file has been opened in the office of the Procurer General of the West Province against the leopard skins dealer in accordance with the provisions of the 1994 wildlife law.

The law states that anyone found in possession of part of dead or live protected wildlife species including leopards is liable to a prison term of up to 3 (three) years and or a fine of up to 10 (ten) million CFA francs.

Youtube Link
Leopard skins dealer arrest West Province, Cameroon: Successful LAGA leopard skins operation on a dealer caught with two leaopard skins. The two leopard skins were from recently killed animals and the dealer works with another dealer from a judicial body .Trade in live or part of protected animal species like  leopards, elephants and apes is illegal according to Cameroon wildlife law with a prison term of up to 3 years.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ts_bUwtDvXs
